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CAMBS AND HUNTS PAST LADY CAPTAINS’ GOLF SOCIETY 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY  

16TH  SEPTEMBER 2019 AT RAMSEY GOLF CLUB 

Present 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiona Whitney, Pat Atkin, Lesley Clark, Sheila Withams ,Brenda Groves, Jean Curtis, Barbara Laman, Jean 
Black, Elaine Knobel-Forbes, Jane Patterson, Helen Leigh, Pat Dugdale, Gretta Allen, Jan Osborne, Joanne 
Jones, Tina Barker, Val Squires, Bridget Long, Sheena Bentham, Mary Fielding, Jenny Lea, Helen Rae, Celia 
Greenway, Sue Gerrard, JO Rowlett, Anne Penny, Patsy Cowtan, Carolyn Morton, Rosemary Rennie, 
Rosemary Simpson, Janice Smith, Steff Allan, Julie Miller, Jane Faulds, Ros Grey, Christine King, Jackie 
Carburn, <Marian Earle, Hilary Radford, Pat Wallace, Josie Seward, Jean Bowyer, Pauline Downes, Pam 
Bonnett, Sue Kent, Josie Robb, Beth McCarthy Dean, Jane Millership ,Hazel Suswain,  Diana Clitheroe, Stella 
James, Kim Andrews, Tina Broadley, Christine Ratcliff, Anyta Francis, Kath Loukes, Ann Russell, Terry 
Robinson, Val Musson, Denice Smith. 
 

1  Welcome 
Ramsey Lady Captain, Diana Clitheroe, extended a warm welcome to the Society and all those who had 
played in the competition.  She hoped that everyone had enjoyed the course and the meal. She thanked 
all those who had helped throughout the day and who had worked hard to ensure that things ran 
smoothly. 
 
Madam President Fiona thanked Diana for her very kind welcome and asked her to convey the Society’s 
thanks to Ramsey for allowing the use of the course today.  Fiona extended a very warm welcome to 
everyone and hoped that everyone enjoyed their day. She said thanks again to Diana and explained that 
Diana was wearing ‘two hats’ , both as Lady Captain and also as the Ramsey Past Captains’ delegate (she 
added for those that didn’t know Diana had been Lady Captain  before in 2000 and was the Ramsey 
Delegate)– Fiona went on to say that Diana had worked very hard together with Lesley Clark the 
Secretary in organising  a wonderful event. Fiona went on to thank all the people who had helped today 
in whatever role from the starters, the raffle ticket sellers, the halfway house helpers, and those who 
checked the cards and recorded the scores – their help was invaluable and for that the Past Captains are 
very grateful. 

 

 

2 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Ann Burbidge, May Burn, Elaine Caldwell, Edie Robinson, Di Nicholson, Sue 
Martin, Ina Hartley, Anne Fieldhouse, and Lesley Armstrong. 
 

 

3 Minutes of the AGM meeting held on September 12th, 2018 at St. Ives.  
 The minutes of the meeting were proposed as a correct record by Gretta Allen; seconded by Val Musson 

and agreed by a majority. 
 

 

4 Matters arising not addressed elsewhere  
 None 

 
 

5 Presidents Report 
Thank you all very much for staying for the AGM part of our day – I know how many of you have had an 
early start and a long day. 

Firstly I must thank Elaine for asking me to take over the role of President when she finished her tenure 
last year.  Elaine did a fantastic job as our President and I am hoping that I can continue in the same vein. 

I have very much enjoyed working this year with Lesley our Secretary, Pat our Treasurer and Sheila our 
Match Captain – I do hope it isn’t something I said but they are deserting me now as they have all served 
their term of office (I’m only joking of course!)  I am very much looking forward to working with my new 
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‘team’ over the next two years that being - Ann, Jane and May.   

Our club delegates are also key to getting our Society noticed - from attending meetings, circulating 
emails, printing out posters and entry forms and the like – so my thanks to them too. 

I have been privileged to attend all of the Friendly Inter County matches this year which have been 
organised by Sheila.  From memory the weather has been good for all of them – so well-done Sheila for 
organising that!   We had two home matches this year and three away matches.  First one to start the 
season was at St Neots v. Northants, second one was away at Wyboston v. Bedfordshire (I didn’t count 
that as “away” as it literally is a matter of yards from where I work so that was a result!!) – third one was 
away at Diss v. Suffolk, fourth one home at Gog Magog v. Essex and our final one a couple of weeks ago 
away at Harpenden v. Hertfordshire.  Sheila will report fully later. 

We have been trying a new format this year (Am-Am) which for those of you that have played in the 
matches will no doubt be familiar with – generally the feedback has been good, and I think if agreeable 
with the other counties it will continue. 

 Lastly, I would like to thank Lesley, Pat and Sheila for their contribution over the past years to making 
our Society run on oiled wheels and hopefully they will enjoy their ‘retirement’ with fond memories. 

 

6 Treasurer’s report  
 Report for AGM September 16th, 2019  Draft 

Lady President Fiona and Ladies welcome 

I do not intend spending too much time on the accounts ending Dec 2018 as we still have a healthy 
balance despite a loss last year. Hopefully you all have had time to read them. 

Brief summary of year ending 2018 

We started 2018 with an operating balance of £2318.78 and ended the year with an operating 
balance of £1863.86 (excluding the clothing account £272). Resulting in a deficit of £518.92 This 
was due mainly to the Spring Am/Am with having to pay £23 per head Plus a Gratuity £500  

Update on this year’s accounts and my recommendations for 2020 

Basically, we need to see an overall profit of around £300 from the two main events to break 
even. This no longer happens 

Notes 

Annual Expenses 

1 Around £50 Clothes 

2 web site, £50 outgoing officers £100, out of pocket expenses £200 

 I would like to update you will the present position and my recommendations for 2020. 

I feel by the time I speak regarding the accounts that ended Dec. 2018 I have just about finished this 
years. I would like to spend a few minutes just to let you know where we are this year and my 
recommendations for next year. 

Our overall balance looks likely to reduce by around £300 this year. This year both the Spring and 
Autumn meetings have been well supporter and an overall small profit will be seen. New members of 
approx. 12 each year continue and Inter county matches have seen a loss of just over £300  

In the past several clubs have given us courtesy for our Am / Am and our inter County Matches but this 
year we have paid £500 for both Am / Am’s and green fees for several of the inter county matches. 

My recommendations for the delegate meeting will be  

1. We increase Inter County Match fees to £27.50 (+£2.50) which would yield approx. £190. 

 



 

C&H Past Lady Captains GS  AGM minutes 2016 3 

2. We continue to subsidy clothing (loss as around £50) 

3. We Increase both Spring and Autumn meetings entry fees to (£27.50)  

4. Increase prize money if excess profit seen 

This is my final year as. Treasurer which I have thoroughly enjoyed    I would especially like to say thank 
you to Lesley Clark, Sally Pinnock and Sheila Withams for making my job so easy by always sending their 
accounts and receipts to me in perfect order   Wendy Cox, who audited the Accounts for several years. 
Thank you 

That just leaves me to introduce you to Jane Millership   Royston who has kindly offered to take over the 
role of treasurer w.e.f.1st. January2020 

Account sheet attached 

 

7 Secretary’s Report 

The Society held the mixed Am / Am  at the Cambridgeshire and the men looked after us very well. This is 

an enjoyable event and please consider entering. Next year we are hosting it at Lakeside, a popular 

venue. We don’t have the details yet as they have changed management, but  the date will be issued 

later  today. 

The Spring Am /Am took place at Girton and was well supported with over 80 ladies participating. Girton 

have been very accommodating and they looked after us very well. On a personal front I am extremely 

grateful to Jean Curtis and Pat Atkin who were very helpful and supportive to me at that time and took 

over a lot of my duties. 

I hope you enjoyed today’s event. Again, many thanks to all involved but especially Diana with her two 

roles. You all know the work involved and the need for helpers on a day like today. You have all been 

there and I am sure you are fully appreciative. 

I would like to announce my successor. Ann Burbidge from Bourn is taking over the Secretary’s post. She 

is not here today as she was lucky enough to be up at Glen Eagles watching a very exciting Solheim Cup. 

Quite a few stalwarts missed today as they are travelling back from Scotland. I imagine a good night was 

had by all yesterday the trip back might be quiet. 

Finally, I would like to thank you all for your emails and support especially this year. I have enjoyed 

getting to know you all a bit better. It was nice working with Fiona this year and Elaine, my mentor, 

became a good friend. Pat and I were a good team and she has been a good friend and kept me right up 

to date with expenses. Rosemary Rennie has organised our diaries and been a pleasure to work with. I 

think we are very lucky with our officers and leave you in good hands. 

I will announce next year’s fixtures after the match Captains report. Thank you all 

 

 

8 Match Captain’s report 
 

 
I would like to start by thanking Fiona our President, Pat our Treasurer and May Burn, Vice- 
Captain for their help and support throughout the last year.  Also, my thanks go to St Neots and 
the Gog Magog Golf Clubs who hosted our two home matches this year – excellent venues. 
 
All five matches, which the President outlined in her speech, were played as Am / Am.  This 
format continues to be supported by the majority of players although a few would still prefer an 
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9 2017 Fixtures  
 Mixed Past Captains’ AM-AM  

This will be hosted by the Ladies at Lakeside on Monday April 27th 2020 
 

 Spring AM-AM 
This will take place at Bourn GC on Thursday 14th May 2020 

 

 Autumn meeting and AGM 
This will take place at Newmarket Links. on Tuesday 15th September 2020  
 

 

10 Any Other Business 
 

 

 
 

Sheila Withams had one issue to raise in her role as England Golf Voting Member for the County 
Association.  Sheila went on to report that over the last few years, England Golf had become 
concerned about the progressive move to litigation and they recognised that as unincorporated 
organisations the members and particularly the officers of Associations and Unions are 
potentially exposed to liability for a claim.  Their advice to Associations and Unions is to become 
incorporated, ie become a company limited by guarantee and Cambs & Hunts LCGA is pursuing 
this route.  Such a change makes very little difference to the operation of the organisation but 
does require more attention to governing regulations and meeting the requirements of 
Companies House. 

 

inter-County competition.  Can delegates please make sure that their members know that there 
is a real possibility that any match they are invited to play in will be in am-am format.  One of 
our players, who incidentally was in the winning fourball, was very aggressive in expressing her 
disappointment about this ‘friendly’ format. 
 
A total of 75 members indicated their availability for at least one of our five matches on the 
availability return and, although all 75 were offered at least one match of their choice, 19 
members weren’t available when invited.  This does cause a great deal of work and was very 
disappointing especially as the number of playing places available were increased after which 
my vice-captain and I spent a whole day scheduling in at least one game of choice for everyone.  
My plan was to send out the whole season’s invitations but, unfortunately, when I sent the 16 
invitations out for the first match at St Neots, 8 of the players who had indicated their 
availability declined the offer to play; this pattern continued for the remaining 4 matches with 
between 5 and 7 members declining the invitation to play.  As you can imagine, it causes a great 
deal of work to reorganise teams to try to get a game for everyone.   
 
Can you as delegates please make sure that your members know that, when they fill in their 
availability return, we believe that they are committed to being available, unless of course there 
is a major problem or injury.  It is understood that plans change but please ask them to inform 
the Captain if their circumstances change for a date they have committed to as that will save a 
great deal of work. 
 
As I have completed my two- year term of office, I am delighted that my Vice Captain, May Burn, 
is going to take over the Captain’s role.  She has sent her apologies for today’s meeting as she is 
away on holiday.  Arrangements for the matches in 2020 are progressing well and May will send 
out event notification and request availability returns later this year or early next year. 
 
Thank you again for your support over my two years of captaincy and I have thoroughly enjoyed 
meeting so many of our members.  I wish Fiona, May, your new officers and the Society all the 
very best for the future. 
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In their discussions, the County’s Executive Officers thought it prudent to ask the Past Lady 
Captains’ Society if they wished to explore being included in the Company set up to afford 
protection against liability.  It was of concern that currently no form of protection against 
liability is in place for the Society as a whole and, if the Society does not wish to be part of the 
new Company, it is important to purchase some insurance cover although this would afford less 
protection than a Company arrangement. 
 
Sheila has raised this issue with the President Fiona, and it is now up to members and their 
officers to decide how to respond to the County Association’s offer. 
 
Bridget Long [Royston] reminded delegates of an unfortunate accident during her term of office 
and urged members to consider inclusion. 
The Secretary said that delegates could inform their members and report back to Sheila with 
their feedback. 
 

11 Retiring Officers                                                    New Officers  

  Secretary –          Lesley Clark        Old Nene.     New Honorary Secretary is Ann Burbidge Bourn 
 Treasurer –         Pat Atkin             Girton.          New Treasurer is Jane Millership Royston 
Match Cap.          Sheila Withams. Lakeside       New Match Captain is current Vice Captain May Burn                
f                                                                                  from Brampton 
 
 

  
  

12 Date of 2020 AGM  
 Tuesday 15th September 2020 Newmarket Links.  

 

The prize presentation commenced on closure of the AGM at 17.55. 

RESULTS 

1st 

 

Christine Ratcliffe     Ely 

Tina Broadley            Ely 

 46 points 
on 
countback 

2nd 

 

Ann Russell                Ely 

Terry Robinson         Ely 

 46 points 

3rd 

 

Fiona Whitney St, Neots / Cromwell 

Jan Osborne   Meridian / Cromwell 

45points  

4th  Jane Millership     Royston 

Sue Kent                The Cambridgeshire 

43 points 
on count 
back 

5th 

 

Val Musson             Lakeside 

Denice Smith          Lakeside 

43 points 

Best front 9 Anyta Francis         Old Nene 

Kath Loukes           Old Nene 

26 points 

Best Back 9 Pat Atkin             Girton / Waterbeach 

Tina Barker         Girton / Waterbeach 

 25 points  

Presidents Prize 
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Best score on 
all Par 3s 

Jane Millership and Sue Kent 25 points 
ocb 

Honorary Secretary                       Lesley Clark 

Past Captains President                 Fiona Whitney 

September 16th, 2019. 


