
CAMBS AND HUNTS PAST LADY CAPTAINS' GOLF SOCIETY

MINUTES OF THE CLUB REPRESENTATIVES MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2016

Present
Elaine Knobel-Forbes (President /Heydon Grange)
Edie Robinson (The Cambridgeshire)
Phoebe Brown (Hon Sec/Links) Jo Rowlett (March)
Val Musson (Hon Treasurer/Lakeside) Tish Wymer (Gogs)
Sally Pinnock (Match Captain/Bourn) Barbara Clark (Ely City)
Lesley A Clark (Old Nene) Josie Seward (Royston)
Gretta Allen (Links) Jean Curtis (Girton) 
Barbara Spencer (St Neots) Jean Burnham (Saffron Walden)
Julie Miller (Brampton Park) Norma Fyson (St Ives)
Ann Penny (Bourn)

Apologies for absence

Beth McCarthy Dean Cromwell

In opening the meeting the President welcomed all the representatives, saying how pleased she was 
with the very good attendance.  She went on to thank them for being representatives of their Clubs as 
without them we would not have a Society.

E K-F thanked Edie Robinson for arranging the venue and refreshments, and then stated that we were 
most grateful to Hallmark for the use of their facilities and that she thought that The Cambridgeshire 
was a central Club for us all to meet.

1. Minutes of the Meeting Held on 18 February 2015

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 February 2015 were agreed as a correct record.
        *    Proposed by Val Musson
        *    Seconded by Norma Fyson
        *      Accepted by all present

2. Matters Arising

Apart from a spelling error of Norma Fyson’s name, There were no matters arising from the 
previous minutes.

C&H Past Ladies’ Reps Meeting February 2016



3. President's Report

Elaine stated that she was very surprised when Gretta invited her to become our President, in fact 
she was speechless for a moment.  Then came the thought of would she be able to follow in Gretta’s 
footsteps as she has been such a wonderful President.  She continued to say that she hoped she 
would be able to help keep our Society flourishing and with the help all around her (Phoebe, Val and 
Sally), she was sure they would all try their best and she thanked them for their invaluable work.  
Elaine continued to say that this was the last year in office for both Val and Phoebe.  Phoebe had 
advised her that she had persuaded someone to become secretary, and that she would leave it to 
Phoebe to give the good news later.  However, please could we have a volunteer for someone who 
would be willing to become treasurer.  Val has taken on the role as Secretary for the County; so she 
was sure Val was going to be busy for a while.

Elaine went on to the part which she did not like - being the bearer of sad news.  Some ladies may 
have already received the news that Brenda Wood had unfortunately died last month at the age of 
84.  Brenda together with Muriel Stanley were the founder members of this Society.  Brenda was 
Lady Captain at the Gogs in 1968.  Elaine stated that she had written to Brenda’s husband, Dr Wood 
and sent him our condolences.

Val had told Elaine that sadly Lol Chamberlain, who was the 2015 Captain at Lakeside had also died a 
few weeks ago.

On a brighter note Elaine said that obviously as she had just taken over she did not have any fixtures 
to report on, but that Gretta had spoken about them at the AGM.  She continued to say that she had 
been lucky enough to play in several of the events and that she had thoroughly enjoyed them.

Her thanks went to all who helped to organise the Society’s matches, Mixed Am-Am, Spring Am-Am 
and Autumn meeting last year.  She asked reps to thank their clubs for allowing us to use their 
courses and an ever bigger thank you to those who gave us courtesy of their course.  The same will 
apply in 2016; so thank you in advance to all who will get involved.  Sally has been busy contacting 
Clubs for our 2016 matches and she is now looking for 2017 venues.  If you think that your Club 
would be willing to host an event please contact Sally

Elaine told the meeting that we had been successful in agreeing that our Am-Am with the SCAG’s 
men should be for 16 players (16 ladies and 16 men) instead of 12.  She did not think that the men 
had received their notification yet, but encouraged the reps to go back to their Club and encourage 
them to play and who knows we may be able to make it an even bigger event.

Elaine concluded her report by saying that she looked forward to meeting us all during the year, and 
went on to admit that she does not remember names very well (must be an age thing) but did 
recognise a familiar face.

If anyone had any useful comments or advice on how we could improve our Society even more then 
please feel free to speak out when we come to ‘Any other business’.

Closing her report Elaine stated that she hoped as many of us as possible would play during the year 
and that we would have any enjoyable time, wishing us Happy Golfing in 2016.
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4. Treasurer’s Report

The 2015 year-end accounts had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  Noted that the year-end
accounts are currently undergoing external scrutiny, and should be signed off in the next few weeks.

VM confirmed that we started 2015 with an operating balance of £3052.34 and ended the year 
with an operating balance of £3198.53, resulting in a small surplus of £146.19. Key features of 
financial activity for the year are summarised below

 The mixed am-am made a loss of -£60.00
 The Spring Am-Am made a profit of £276.88, including the raffle
 The Autumn meeting made a net profit of £260.91, including the raffle
 The inter-county matches made a loss of -£127.80
 Clothing account -  we did not need to make any stock purchases during 2015 and 

have ended the year in a break-even position.  As previously agreed, clothing items 
have been sold at a subsidised price. 

2016 financial planning assumptions
 there will be approximately 10 new members of the Society
 levels of entry to the Spring AM-AM and Autumn meeting will remain at 

approximately the same level as 2015
 the cost of events is likely to increase due to rises in meal prices and the need to pay

notional green fees
 the prize fund for each of the main events will remain at 2015 levels
 raffle profit will remain stable
 the renewal fee for hosting the Society’s website is due in January 2016 (£288.98 for

a two year period)

VM concluded that the Society remains in a healthy financial position and we will start the 2016
financial year with cash assets of £3006.53 (excluding clothing stock held). On this basis it is 
proposed that we continue with our planned strategy of asset reduction and the following 
recommendations for 2016 were considered by the committee:

 Entry fees to the 3 main events should remain unchanged i.e.
 Mixed Am-Am - £30/player
 Spring Am-Am - £25/player
 Autumn meeting - £22/player

 Match fees should remain at £25/player
 Clothing items should continue to be sold at a small subsidy

The committee accepted the accounts as presented and agreed the recommendations.

5. Secretary’s Report

PB stated that as usual her report would be very brief.
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She went on first to say how good it was to work with Gretta Allen our past President for the 
first two years of her office, and that she was looking forward to her last year working alongside
Elaine Knobel-Forbes our new President, and also of course with Val  our Treasurer.

PB went on to say that last year we had very good season’s meetings starting with our mixed 
meeting which was held at March Golf Club and organised by the men’s section.  Owing to the 
fact that she had great difficulty getting information as to when and where the meeting was – if
you recall she only found out at this meeting last year when our March rep, Jo Rowlett advised 
us that it was in their fixture list.  The price had been raised by us the previous year to match 
the men’s price; so she went ahead and put out the posters charging £30.  However, 
unbeknown to PB, the men had put the event up to £35.  An executive was made between us 
that as the paperwork was all done that the section would carry the loss – hence the meeting 
lost £60.  As usual the men’s secretary had stipulated that only 12 men and 12 ladies could play 
in the event.

Moving on to the Spring meeting a good field of 84 ladies played in the event, a good time was 
had by all and a profit returned on the day.

Likewise for the Autumn meeting and AGM held at Girton a very full field of 96 ladies played in 
the event and all who played thoroughly enjoyed the day, and again a profit was returned on 
the meeting.  It has to be said that we always aim to run the meeting at a slight loss or break 
even.  Usually, in the event our ladies are very generous at buying raffle tickets (or is it because 
we always have a good selection of wine to win?)  Whatever the reason the raffle comes 
through with flying colours and this puts us in to a profit situation.

Again her personal thanks to all of our reps, but in particular all of those who have hosted our 
events as they always run the day with a lot of hard work and enormous amount of efficiency.

In closing her report PB said that she was delighted to announce that Lesly Clark from Old Nene 
had agreed to take over as secretary.  PB said that she would be nominating her for 
appointment at the AGM.  Obviously anybody else could also be nominated, but if this were the
case then there would be a vote at the AGM.

6. Captain’s Report

Sally Pinnock stated that she was delighted to take over the role of Captain from Julie Miller, 
and thanked Julie for all of her hard work.  And she went on to say that the match availability 
sheet had been circulated by PB our secretary and that she was awaiting their return to be able 
to make team selections.

SP brought to attention the fact that she was trying to get a fixture at Saffron Walden for 2017 
but that she thought the cost would be too prohibitive as they (along with Links Newmarket 
and the Gogs), now have a pricing structure.  Jean Burnham, our rep from Saffron Walden, 
spoke about the charges at her club and felt that they were being unreasonable not adjusting 
the amount for our team event.  VM advised that it would be best to avoid clubs which charge 
for these events, as whilst we could accommodate these charges for our large meetings it was 
not possible for our Team matches.  

C&H Past Ladies’ Reps Meeting February 2016



7. Fixtures

PB advised of the venues and dates for the 2016 season.  Mixed at Heydon Grange 28 April, the 
Spring Am-Am at Gogs Old Course on 10 May and the Autumn Meeting and AGM at Brampton 
Park on 8 September.  Discussions took place regarding the changing facilities at Brampton Park
and it was agreed that we would try and get use of the men’s changing room, but that perhaps 
when the poster went up we could add that changing for dinner would be optional.

8. Society Website

VM reported that the website was up and running and that the initial teething problems had 
now been overcome.  She went on to say that she would continue to enter events and results 
as and when they became available.

9. Match Fees

PB stated that she had noted that prior to these latest accounts she had noted that the two 
previous year’s match fees had both made a profit and were the fees set too high.  Discussions 
took place and it was agreed in view of rising prices, and the loss made on the latest accounts, 
that the fee of £25.00 per match was correct and that it was the best way of charging ‘over the 
season’.

10.  Planning For 2017

PB reported that the Mixed meeting would be run by the men, but she had booked for St Neots
for the Spring Am-Am for 15th May 2017, and for the Autumn Meeting at Ely City on 12 
September 2017.  She asked if all members could go back to their Clubs to ask about availability
of courses for 2018.  

11. Any Other Business

Barbara Spencer from St Neots announced that she was stepping down from her position as a 
rep, but that Sallie John had agreed to take on the job.  Unfortunately, Sallie was unable to 
come to the meeting as she was away on holiday.

12. Date of Next Meeting – 8th February 2017 at 10.30 at The Cambridgeshire.

C&H Past Ladies’ Reps Meeting February 2016


